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to  resign their  right to  collect " Posa,"  which  for
many years was  entirely stopped; till it was found
the Daphlas we were concerned with, being subordinate
to a stronger community in the higher ranges, these
latter were oppressing the former, who now had no
money   to   pay   them   with   as   formerly   had   been
customary.    The Government then in 1862 directed
the " Posa " to be changed to a monetary payment
of Rs.  4,000  annually on their chiefs  agreeing not
to   aid   the   enemies   of  the   British   Raj,   to   arrest
offenders, and to arrange that one chief should live
near the British official to be the medium of com-
munication with the Daphlas.    All went well until
1871, when the tribe again gave trouble, which started
in a curious way0    A severe epidemic of whooping-
cough occurred amongst the Daphlas living on and
in our border which spread to the hill villages.    These
latter demanded compensation from the men on the
low   hills   and   plains,   amongst  whom   the   malady
started.    As this was refused the hill Daphlas raided
a village on the border, killing a number and carrying
off thirty-five persons.    A British force was at once
ordered to  assemble,  but  interminable  delays  took
place owing to disagreements  between  the civil and
military  authorities ;    and   eventually   a   column   of
600  rifles  of the 44th A.L.I,  (now the  8th G.R.)
were  advanced  to   the  border  under  Major   Cory.
The villages concerned were but five marches beyond
our  border,  and  the  country  is,  as  before  stated,
the most easily accessible of all the north-east tribes.
Unfortunately,  the  sound  forward  designs  of Cory
were  over-ridden  by the   less   advanced   policy of
the  civil  authorities ;   and,  as is so often the case